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Coleshill Cemetery – Additional Ashes Plots   
 

Summary 
 
Interment spaces in Coleshill Cemetery are regularly sought by non-residents.  There is potential 
for the Council to create some additional space in the older section of the cemetery to continue to 
allow this.  
 

Recommendation 
 

To consider creating additional ashes-only burial space, for non-resident interments.  
 

 

Background 
 
In the late 1970’s Coleshill Town Council purchased a Cemetery extension (located at the Northen 
side of the Cemetery – above the red line on the map).  The land was purchased with a Covenant 
attached, stipulating that only Coleshill residents and ex-residents could be interred into the land.  
 
Previous to this, the older sections of the Cemetery (south side – everything below the red line) 
did not have any restrictions in place, therefore interments could take place without the need for 
the deceased to be a resident or former resident. It is worth noting that these non-residents 
burials (for people that had never lived in Coleshill) were/are charged a higher fee (approx. 2.5 
times as much as a resident).  The last of these full burial plots was sold in 2023. Currently there 
are only two ashes plots available, but these will potentially be sold in 2024 as there are currently 
six enquiries about these plots from non-residents. 
 
Because this South section is now full (with the only available interment space being in the North 
side which is the covenant-restricted part of the Cemetery) future generations of interred non-
residents cannot be buried in the same cemetery as, for instance, their parents or grandparents.   
 
The layout of the Cemetery means that there is little room to maneuver in creating additional non-
resident full burial plots.  However, there is potential to create several ashes plots for non-
residents to be interred on the Southeast side of the Cemetery (marked with a star on the map 
below).  
 
Finance and Value for Money 
 
The current cost for a non-resident ashes plot is £1,191 to buy the plot and £527 for every 
interment.  If the ashes plots are lay out in a similar fashion to those in the North of the Cemetery, 
(which can hold four caskets of ashes), rather than the older southern part of the cemetery (where 
only two caskets were allowed), then there would be a potential income of £3,305 for each plot.  
 
These plots can be created ‘in house’ by the grounds team for approximately £200 for roughly 16 
plots, (cost of slabs + one afternoon of work for two members of the grounds team).  
 
 
 
 



Risk Management Issues 
 

It is impossible to predict the rate of death or the demand for non-resident burial spaces. To 
receive four enquiries at the beginning of 2024 is unprecedented but could be indicative of the 
post-covid trend of ashes interments rather than full interments.  There is a risk that these plots 
could be created but left unused for some time, but even if only one was sold in 2024, then the 
council would recover its initial outlay.   
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